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cognized international 
r--including replacement 
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The regime has gradually 
reduced the number of crossing 
points on the sector border 
from the 13 announced on 12 Au- 
gust to 7. The Ministry of In- 
terior on 22 August issued a 
series of decrees, to go into 
effect the following day at 
0001 hours, regulating access 
to East Berlin by West Germans, 
West Berliners, and Western 
military and diplomatic person- 
nel . The announcement stated 
that the new regulations — as 
was the case in the 12 August 
decrees closing the sector bor- 
ders—would remain in effect 
"until the conclusion of a peace 
treaty . " 

Foreign nationals (ether 
than West Germans), members of 
the diplomatic corps, ar.d per- 
sonncl of the Western occupa- 
tion forces now may cross tho 
sector border at only one point, 
Fri cdr ic.hstrasse . West Germans 
will be permitted to cross at 



only two point;;, Borholmorstras^e 
and Heinrich Heine Strasse. West 
Borllneri; sre restricted to 
four crossing points— Chausscc- 
strasse, Oberbaumbruccke, Sonnen 
Alice, and Inva 1 idenst rasse — 
and, for the first time, they 
will be required to obtain an 
East German permit, at the cost 
of one West German mark, to en- 
ter East Berlin. 

There has been some actual 
interference with travel over 
the sector border by Western 
Allied personnel. On 22 August, 
prior to the imposition of tho 
new restrictions, East German 
police detained a US military 
patrol — the first incident of 
this character involving US per- 
sonnel since the promulgation of 
the 12 August decrees, although 
instances of interference have 
occurred in East Berlin in the 
past. A British patrol which 
strayed over the zonal border 
was detained for three hours 
last week. 

In a test of the new re- 
striction^, a US military patrol 
crossed into East Berlin on 23 
August at the Fr.ledrichstrassc 
checkpoint. When it sought to 
return via a street not desig- 
nated as a checkpoint, it was 
turned back. It then proceeded 
to Elsenstrasse , where it found 
the road blocked. East German 
guards refused a request to talk 
witb a Soviet officer, bet did nr>t 
prevent the patrol from leaving 
the area. Finally, the patrol 
returned to'West Berlin via 
Sonnen Allee. 

In and around Berlin, se- 
curity and police forces aro 
still in cvidoncc. Controls at 
tho sector and zonal border nev- 
ertheless appear to have been 
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Walter Ulbriclit displayed grea' 
self-assurance at having suc- 
cessfully completed the diffi- 
cult problem of scaling off IV c; 
Berlin. There was, however, a 
note of concern about the reac- 
tions of the East German popul; 
tion. "For some time," he sail 
"there will continue to exist 
the GDR capital and its enviroi 
people who have allowed them- 
selves to be influenced and de 
praved by West Berlin." Ul- 




tered between 13 and 22 August, 
of whom more than 2,000 claimed 
to have fled after the clarap- 

down . 

Popular Attitudes 



bricht is due to make another 
speech on 25 August. 

The regime took extreme 
precautions to prevent any mani- 
festations of public enthusiasm 
in connection with tho move of 
the US battle group to Borlin 



In a television broadcast the US battle group to Borlin 
c.n 1H August, East German lender j on 20 August. Pooplo'S Pollco 
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Party i unci ionnrios aro 
organizing a drive to dismantle 
radio and TV antennae required 
only to turn in foreign broad- 
casts. In Leipzig, radio re- 
pairmen reportedly have "pledged 
themselves" not to build or in- 
stall such aerinls, and party 
propagandists aro to visit the 
homes of those peoplo who per- 
sist in listening to Western 
broadcasts. 

The regir.o a.so has cracked 
down on Evangelical Church lead- 
ers in East Germany who, on 17 
August, signed a telegram pro- 
testing the 13 August restric- 
tions. East Berlin Mayor Fritz 
Ebcrt called Kurt Scharf, chair- 
man of the church's All-Gorn:an 
Synod, on 18 August to rebuke 
him ior signing the telegram- 
Other East German churchmen 
have also been lectured by local 
authorities in an effort to make 
them withdraw their public po-^ 
sition against the regime's ban 
on free travel. 
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Soviet Attitude 

In the afterraath of the 
East German action of 13 Augus' 
the USSR appears to be develop- 
ing a dual line. On the one 
hand, Moscow has sought to 
counteract the impact of Vice 
President Johnson's visit to 
Berlin and the redeployment of 
the US battle group by stressin 
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the temporary nature of current 
j'ccdss controls. Mikoyan In 

Berlin L L acc cs55 to 
special . e ,to,„i s ° ™i,°' 

clarod its "i! r ,\ whlch dc ~ 
„°L'° year - Kl,rus|.:l,cv 



I'erlin, the note accuses 1Ilf . 
Jt-'st of "abusing their situat 
in Berlin and flagrantly v< (1 '- lf 
trip four-power agreements f,v ' " 
fusing the, nlr ' corr'ido,-'\o 
transport "all ) (in ds of y C - 
vanchists" to Berlin. On"] 8 
f» g i.st Moscow had replied 
lo tha US protest against V-r t 
Gorman actions by rei tern t Inr 
Its position that the East 
Germans have lo C al "sovere f ,,, . v' 
over East Berlin and tha '" V 
the four-power status of the 

^« r « or „„,, lonc co . ns | cl 



23 /„,J';' ! . S ? V1<!t Protest note of 
, 'J c °"slste„t with 

lnteLe d -a s T r th n °: a ° ; ^^ rently 

and provocative" arti nn , % n 
11". suggests tha? C io^w i B ;aJ er - 
jSstI?S a f ln f r hS groundwork to 
Justify East German harassment 



,„,, A t the same time, Soviet 
leaders have sought to ralll c 

crisis. The Soviet news arenrv 
Novosti transmitted the'+oxt of 
Khrushchev's "letter, "which 
restated the Soviet position 
on Berlin in a relatively mod 
era te manner and is apparent; 
intended as a sign of re ? 
ance that the bloc will Jot en 
croach on Western acce-Vtn 

tre S at Berl i U pead "»« "p- 
treaty. He also stres £ ed 

the possibility remains of nn~ 

tiati the ter y ms ox^n?^' - 

Sn ?/ CCess to and Presence 
in^Berlin. However, he ruled 
™%* ny s f.ttlement which would 
rLht^? ^ tGrn occupation 
HS$+ i D ^ he City and candidly 
admitted that the question of 

access JH C ?? tr01 ° Ver AlIicd 
°" to ? c .rlin is primarily 

?? a " e ° f Poetical signify 
icance" rather than technical 
procedure. uai 



ca<;p J° an effort to build n 

01 !as? r r C ° ntlnUed "ghtening 
or hast German controls in 



I tion * ,ik ° yan dismissed the ques- 
tion of access as a "minor point" 

I SSsn repC ^ edly ass crted tha? the 
USSR would accept a four-power 

| or UN guarantee for Berlin 
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